
REVIEW
MARKET
WATCH

MAY 2025
 VOLUME LXX, NO. 05

Regd. No. MCS/216/2023-25. RNI NO. 14462/67.
Published on 15th & Posted at Mumbai Patrika Channel
Sorting Office Mumbai - 400001 on 21st of every month.
Total Pgs. 24. Rs. 50/-



2

Sunil Karer, Editor

 Dear Friends,

 With the advent of  sunny days, one can expect slow paced days, languid afternoons  
 and blooming flowers. Channeling the vibrant energy of the season, we have used the  
 vibrancy of Doxa’s latest SUB 250T GMT on the cover to evoke the feeling of 
 summertime. In an insightful interview with the CEO Jan Edöcs gives us a lowdown of  
 the brand and its steady growth through 2024.  Continuing on the summer theme, we  
 highlight the new Tissot PRC 100- a unique watch charged by the sun. Our coverage  
 delves into the features of this watch expanding on the rise of solar powered watches  
 across the globe. 

 Celebrating the endless love for moms this Mother’s Day we bring to you a gift guide  
 that will help you put a smile on your mum's face. Filled with unique features and your  
 ticking gratitude, let your gift do the talking this time. Closer home to Indian shores, the  
 announcement of 1% TCS set watch collectors in a flurry. We simplify this tax for you  
 by giving in depth details on how this will affect your purchase plans. 

Coming to our cover story, it was bracelets that stole the show this Watches And Wonders. From new technologies, better 
fits and clasp adjustments, bracelets were the undisputed star of the show. We breakdown all the new updates as per each 
brand in the issue giving you an in depth glimpse into the new features. 

Watch brands are finding new leadership amongst the ever evolving landscape of the luxury watch industry. From a return 
to Swiss ownership for Corum to the changing managing director of Titan, it is going to be one exciting year for the watch 
industry. 

We hope you enjoy the issue!
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TITAN
Automatic & Amazing

 an’s enduring fascination with mechanical  
 beauty takes center stage in the new Titan  
 Automatics Collection — a range that  
 transforms watchmaking into wearable art. 
With this launch, Titan brings the drama of visible 
mechanics to the wrist, blending style with the soulful rhythm 
of moving parts. Every watch in the collection features an 
open-worked dial that lets the wearer witness the intricate 
interplay of gears, jewels, and bridges — a true celebration 
of mechanical craftsmanship.

From integrated bracelets to dual-finish solid link straps, 
the designs are tailored to reflect different personalities. 
Technical highlights include 21 jewel bearings, a vibration 
frequency of 21,600 beats per hour, and a power reserve 
of 42 hours — specifications that underscore the collec-
tion’s focus on performance and precision, designed for 
those who appreciate the magic of every tick. The Titan 
Automatics Collection is made up of four distinct watch 
lines, each designed to reflect a different mood and identity.

At its core is the Yin Yang Skeletal Automatic, a poetic 
tribute to balance and duality. The dial features a striking 
Yin-Yang skeletal design enhanced with detailed 
press-pattern work. Offered in polished stainless steel and 
refined rose gold finishes, it’s a statement piece that pairs 
effortlessly with formal wear.

The Phoenix Skeletal Automatic draws inspiration from the 

mythical phoenix — a symbol of strength and renewal. 
Its bold skeletal dial, shaped to resemble phoenix wings, 
is complemented by a knurled crown and comes in two 
rich finishes: Eclipse Black and Ember Rose Gold. Ideal 
for evening occasions, this watch exudes power and 
elegance.

Blending classic symbolism with modern design, the 
Nexus Skeletal Automatic features a dial inspired by a 
ship’s helm — a nod to direction and momentum. With 
variants in Coffee Brown, Gunmetal, and Midnight Blue, 
and a sporty integrated bracelet, it’s a versatile choice 
for smart casual dressing and everyday refinement.

Rounding out the collection is the Golden Heart Skeletal 
Automatic, crafted for those who love the richness of gold. 
With options in full gold and bi-metal finishes, this watch 
is defined by its gilded open dial and intricate detailing — 
perfect for celebratory moments or sophisticated evening 
looks where a touch of luxury is key.

Commenting on the launch, Aparna Ravi, Marketing Head, 
Titan Watches, shared, “The Titan Automatics Collection 
marks a major milestone in our journey. It reflects our 
ongoing commitment to horological innovation and 
contemporary design. These timepieces are made for the 
style-conscious man who sees his watch as more than an 
accessory it’s a personal expression of character and 
craftsmanship.”
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WORLD WATCH DAY IS OFFICIAL
A Global Celebration Of Time Begins October 10

 n a historic moment for the world of horology, the  
 global watch community now has a day to call its own.  
 Officially announced on April 7, 2025, at Watches &  
 Wonders Geneva, World Watch Day, or Journée 
Internationale de l’Horlogerie, is set to debut on October 
10, 2025. The announcement was made during a 
dedicated panel discussion in the main auditorium, where 
horology’s place on UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity took center stage. The date 10/10 
was chosen for its symbolic connection to the time displayed 
on watch dials in most advertising: a subtle, timeless nod to 
symmetry, elegance, and the joy of watchmaking.

Until now, despite centuries of innovation, artistry, and 
cultural significance, there has never been a truly universal 
day dedicated to celebrating the craft of watchmaking. This 
new initiative finally bridges that gap. World Watch Day is 
designed as an open, inclusive celebration—bringing 
together professionals, collectors, enthusiasts, historians, 
and anyone with an appreciation for the art of timekeeping.

The very first edition, streaming online on October 10, 
2025, will follow the sun from East to West, presenting a 
day-long program across time zones. The celebration will 
be co-created by a wide network of media outlets,
 associations, collectors’ clubs, and content creators. The 
goal? To explore watchmaking in all its dimensions—from 
its cultural heritage and scientific achievements to its 
economic impact, sporting connections, traditional 
techniques, and modern innovations.

To support and coordinate the initiative, a dedicated 

non-profit association has been formed. Its founding 
members include some of the most respected institutions in 
the horological world: the Fondation de la Haute 
Horlogerie (FHH), the Foundation of the Grand Prix 
d’Horlogerie de Genève (GPHG), the Watch Library 
Foundation, the Horopedia Foundation, the Horological 
Society of New York, Europa Star, Le Figaro, Hantang 
Culture, and Arc Horloger. Together, these partners 
represent a broad spectrum of horological expertise, 
cultural perspective, and media reach. The association is 
also designed to grow over time, welcoming new 
members who wish to contribute to this shared mission of 
promoting watchmaking culture worldwide.

Aurélie Streit, Vice President of the FHH, shared her 
enthusiasm about the launch, noting that for the past two 
decades, the foundation has worked to shine a light on fine 
watchmaking as a fusion of art and technique. For her, 
playing a key role in shaping World Watch Day was a 
natural extension of that mission. Echoing that sentiment, 
GPHG President Raymond Loretan and Director Carine 
Maillard emphasized how important it is to recognize the 
creativity and excellence of contemporary watchmaking 
through such a unifying celebration of what they call the 
"Twelfth Art."

More than just an industry event, World Watch Day aims to 
be a cultural movement—celebrating the people, skills, 
traditions, and ideas that make watchmaking so 
enduringly captivating. October 10 will now be more than 
just a moment frozen on a dial—it will be a living, breathing 
tribute to the art of making time.
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DOXA 
Marking The Hours With  Jan Edöcs
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A Long-Awaited GMT and a Prudent Push Into 2025

DOXA’s momentum has rolled into 2025 with a sense of 
quiet confidence — and the launch of a model that’s 
been nearly 20 years in the making. “The GMT was 
highly anticipated. It’s not just something we say. People 
actually were asking for it,” notes Jan.

Sized at a very wearable 40mm, the new GMT hit 
retailers the day it launched — no teasers, no endless 
waiting. The perception was great. It was adapted nicely 
to DOXA’s lines, and it fits the wrist of someone who 
wants functionality and daily wearability. At Geneva 
Watch Week, DOXA is not only letting people see and 
feel the GMT in person, but also debuting a new color-
way: the Winter Shark Hunter. A vintage-inspired shade 
never seen before in the collection. 

Small Team, Big Impact

So how big is DOXA, really? “We’re over 50 people now, 
including our subsidiaries. But when people ask how 

many watches we produce, I always ask them why do you 
want to know that? The real question is: how many do you 
sell?”

This focus on sell-out over production volume is part of what 
makes DOXA’s strategy stand out. Rather than inflate numbers 
or build excess stock, the brand prefers a leaner, more 
responsive model — one that’s proven effective for a brand 
with a strong design identity and deep-rooted legacy.

DOXA is and will remain a dive-first brand. But that doesn’t 
mean it’s limiting itself to only the depths of the ocean. “I’d 
say we stay in the water, or around the water,” Edöcs smiles. 
“Eighty-five to ninety percent of our customers aren’t actually 
divers, they are desk divers.”

The idea of “desk divers” is central to DOXA’s approach: 
watches that are rugged, purpose-built, but also stylish and 
wearable every day. “We’re not making pilot’s watches or 
racing watches. Other brands do that very well. We have 
enough to explore within our own DNA.”

And that DNA is strong — especially when it comes to design. 

 or a year as turbulent as 2024, “we can’t complain,”  
 says Jan Edöcs, CEO of DOXA, with quiet pride. In   
 an industry that is navigating global uncertainties, the  
Swiss dive-watch brand didn’t just survive - it thrived. And not 
by chasing trends or flooding markets. Instead, DOXA stuck to 
what it knows best: going deep, both literally and strategically.

“We planned for organic growth. We weren’t overkilling the 
market. We weren’t just taking every order for the past five 
years we built steadily. We know what our partners are selling. 
For us, it’s not about just selling to retailers. It’s about 
watches actually ending up on wrists,” Jan says. That steady 
hand has paid off. DOXA is now closing in on 200 retail 
partners globally, and more importantly, it’s doing so with 
control over its distribution and a clear focus on sell-out not 
just sell-in. 

In 2024, for the first time in its modern era, DOXA sold over 
10,000 watches directly to end consumers. Not bad for a 
brand once considered niche, even cult. “It’s not just a 
number. It’s a sign that people are understanding the value of 
DOXA.”

6
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“A DOXA is instantly recognizable,” he says. “Even people 
who don’t like DOXA can tell it’s a DOXA. That’s something 
very few brands can claim.”

Future-Proof, Not Flashy

Even when it comes to gem-set models, DOXA is thinking 
differently. The recently revealed diamond-inlaid watches 
aren’t gendered. “Today, it’s not about men’s or women’s 
watches.  It’s neutral. But it still needs to be functional. Even 
with diamonds, we kept the rotating bezel usable. It still works 
as a dive watch,” comments Jan.

For Indian collectors, there might be something special in the 
works. “If all goes well, we may come up with something for 
the Indian market,” Edöcs hints, careful not to reveal too 
much. Beyond the GMT and the Geneva reveals, DOXA is 
also preparing a surprise for May 5th — “a small goodie,” as 
he calls it. “It’s not revolutionary, but it’s something extra. A 
twist on the Sub 200, which has become our entry point.”

That price accessibility is another point of pride. DOXA’s 
watches start around 890 Swiss francs and yet, still feature 
sapphire crystals, automatic movements, and signature 
styling. “You never hear anyone say DOXA is too expensive. 
You get a lot of watch for the money.”

And that’s where DOXA has found a new niche: offering a 
strong value proposition to clients used to waiting years for 
flagship models from bigger brands. “They go into a store 
wanting to buy a premium brand, and they walk out with a 
DOXA. Not because they had to settle — but because they
realize, this is a serious watch with its own story. DOXA is a 
watch for the afternoon. You don’t go to the beach and leave 
your 15,000-franc watch in the bag. But with a DOXA, you 
have fun. And you still get the quality.”

The Depths of Experience and Trust

As a diver himself, Jan knows the real-world value of a 
mechanical backup. “I dive. I’m not a pro, but I’ve gone to 
40 meters. One dive in Egypt, at 35 meters, my mouthpiece 
fell off. That was quite a serious moment. You learn to stay 
calm. You give the signal, use the second regulator, and go 
up slowly. Ever since, I’ve never gone diving without a 
mechanical watch on his wrist. I had the 300T Orange. 
Visibility was amazing. You have dive computers, yes but after 
that incident, I’ll never 100% trust them again. The watch is 
my backup.” recalls Jan.

So what’s next for DOXA? Not an in-house movement. Not a 
transparent caseback. Not a dramatic pivot into new 
categories. “We’re not trying to please everyone. A true 
diver’s watch doesn’t need to show the movement. It needs to 
function. And Sellita gives us that reliability. We’ll stay around 
the water. That gives us more freedom. Could be yachting, 
kayaking, maybe something else entirely. But always with 
purpose.” 
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And yes, there’s a collaboration in the pipeline but that, too, 
is under wraps. “It’s not even under embargo. It’s just… very 
complex,” he says, with a smile that suggests something truly 
exciting might be coming. For now, DOXA is sticking to its 
lane and diving deeper than ever.
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TISSOT
The Rise Of Eco-Conscious Horology

 n watchmaking, heritage and innovation often walk a  
 delicate line. But what happens when tradition meets  
 a global imperative—sustainability? The answer is  
 quietly revolutionizing wrists across the world. Enter 
the Tissot PRC 100 Solar, a timepiece that doesn’t just 
measure time—it redefines how it’s powered.

In an age where carbon footprints weigh as heavily as 
carat weights, the modern collector is evolving. The 
pursuit of craftsmanship no longer ends with precision or 
aesthetics—it now extends to purpose. Tissot’s PRC 100 
Solar stands as a response to this changing tide: a classic 
chronograph, reimagined for a world that demands 
accountability without compromise. It’s a watch for the 
connoisseur who values heritage, yes—but also believes 
luxury should leave a lighter mark on the planet.

What follows is a deep dive into how the PRC 100 Solar 
blends technical integrity, Swiss tradition, and 
forward-thinking sustainability to serve a new kind of 
collector—one for whom responsibility is as timeless as 
design.

A Mechanical Ethic: Inside the PRC 100 Solar

Tissot’s PRC collection—short for Precise, Robust, 
Classic—has always spoken to everyday elegance with a 

sporty edge. With the Solar edition, Tissot adds an 
intelligent layer of environmental consciousness, 
introducing Lightmaster Solar technology: a system that 
converts light into power via photovoltaic cells embedded 
beneath the dial. The result is a watch that eliminates the 
need for traditional battery replacements—reducing 
electronic waste and energy usage over its lifecycle.

Available in two sizes—39mm and 34mm—the PRC 100 
Solar suits a wide range of wrists without compromising 
on function or style. Encased in stainless steel with a 
polished, tapered bezel, the timepiece balances robust 
performance with visual refinement. Water resistance up 
to 100 meters, sapphire crystal protection, and a clean, 
high-legibility dial design make it as practical as it is 
elegant. Its chronograph movement remains Swiss quartz 
at heart—precise to the second, powered by nothing 
more than daylight.

The Subtle Luxury of Solar Timekeeping

While solar-powered watches have long been a hallmark 
of utilitarian brands, Tissot’s approach elevates the 
category by blending aesthetic sophistication with green 
engineering. The Lightmaster Solar movement ensures 
the watch can operate for up to six months on a full 
charge, even in complete darkness—eliminating both the 
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inconvenience and the environmental toll of frequent 
battery replacements.

What’s particularly striking is how seamlessly the 
technology integrates into the design. There’s no overt 
compromise in visual appeal—no obvious solar panels 
or bulky components. The solar cells are subtly 
embedded under the dial, preserving the classic PRC 
100 look while offering modern utility. It’s an engineering 
solution disguised in elegance. This approach represents 
a growing trend in luxury horology: the fusion of 
sustainability with legacy. Brands are no longer just 
making timepieces; they are rethinking how those 
timepieces interact with the planet.

A Campaign that Echoes the Ethos

To communicate the spirit of the PRC 100 Solar, Tissot 
enlisted British actor Archie Renaux, known for his roles 
in Shadow and Bone and Alien: Romulus. But more than 
a face, Renaux is a genuine watch enthusiast—someone 
who appreciates the artistry behind the dial. The 
campaign follows him through a day powered entirely 
by light, showcasing the PRC 100 Solar as both a style 
companion and a symbol of unstoppable energy. The 
metaphor is elegant: the sun doesn’t set on ambition, 
and neither does the PRC 100 Solar.

Renaux’s portrayal embodies the new-age 
consumer—dynamic, driven, and deliberate. He moves 

through cityscapes and shifting light, the watch drawing 
power from sunbeams and streetlamps alike. In a world 
increasingly dictated by movement and mobility, the 
Solar becomes not just a timekeeper, but a partner 
in progress.

A New Standard for Responsible Watchmaking

Tissot’s decision to integrate solar technology into a 
flagship collection like the PRC 100 marks more than 
a product update—it’s a philosophical stance. By 
embedding eco-conscious choices into a traditionally 
conservative industry, Tissot broadens the definition of 
luxury. Here, luxury is no longer only about heritage or 
exclusivity. It is about foresight—about ensuring that 
today’s choices don’t compromise tomorrow’s world.

And yet, the PRC 100 Solar does not wear its ethics 
ostentatiously. It remains subtle, refined, and 
unpretentious. This is responsible design made 
desirable—not through slogans, but through 
performance.

The Tissot PRC 100 Solar offers a rare equilibrium: 
where precision meets poetry, and heritage meets 
horizon. It is a timepiece designed for those who 
understand that excellence today must also sustain 
tomorrow. For collectors, it adds dimension to their watch 
box. For the conscious consumer, it delivers reassurance 
with every tick.
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INDIA WATCH WEEKEND 2025
Behind The Bezel

 s watch enthusiasts, we often   
 admire what’s on the wrist but   
 rarely do we get to see what goes  
 on beneath the dial. That changed 
at India Watch Weekend, a first-of-its-kind 
event curated by The Hour Markers, where 
collectors and enthusiasts didn’t just view 
watches, they experienced them. One of the 
most talked-about sessions came from a 
service centre tucked away in the heart of 
Mumbai. POGU Watch Service Centre opened 
its doors to guests for a rare, behind-the-scenes 
look at the art and science of watchmaking.
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Here, amidst precision tools 
and the soft tick of 
timepieces, attendees got 
hands-on with movements, 
learned the anatomy of a 
calibre, and discovered the 
delicate choreography that 
powers our most prized 
watches. It was part 
masterclass, part initiation of 
an intimate encounter with 
the soul of watchmaking.

Packed with panels, collector 
meet-ups, and intimate 
gatherings ,but nestled in the itinerary was something 
different: a visit to POGU Watch Service Centre. For many 
guests, this was their first time stepping into a professional 
service centre. And the atmosphere at Pogu was nothing 
short of captivating. Bright task lights illuminated benches 
covered in tweezers, loupe magnifiers, gears, and bridges. 
Watchmakers moved with quiet focus, offering a contrast to 
the usual buzz of a watch event.

Visitors were guided through each station from disassembly 
to cleaning and reassembly with demonstrations by 
Chandraprakash Pogu, Watchmaker & Founder at POGU 
Watch Service Centre. There was a palpable sense of 
curiosity and reverence as guests leaned in to understand 
how a balance spring works or what a rotor does. It was a 
space where the appreciation for watches deepened, not 
from brand stories, but from the mechanics that keep time 
ticking.

Founded by passionate horology professional 
Chandraprakash Pogu, POGU Watch Service Centre is not 
just a watch service centre, it's a space dedicated to 
preserving and reviving mechanical timepieces. Based in 
Mumbai, the centre caters to collectors, enthusiasts, and 
even independent brands who trust POGU with everything 
from vintage restoration to complex movement repairs. 
What sets it apart is its blend of traditional watchmaking 
skill and modern transparency. Every service is documented, 
every detail explained. Their approach is collaborative 
rather than transactional, building trust through education, 
updates, and, in events like this, opening their workshop to 
the public. Whether it's a prized heirloom or a daily wear 

piece, POGU Watch Service 
Centre treats every watch with 
the same respect.

During the session, attendees 
were invited to try their hand at 
working with components. 
Under supervision, some got to 
hold a movement, peer 
through a loupe, or even use a 
drilling machine and 
tweezers- a thrilling first for 
many. Water resistance as well 
as accuracy was checked with 
the help of the experienced 

professionals at POGU. The team shared anecdotes from 
the bench, from challenging restorations to fascinating 
discoveries inside decades-old cases. 

There was also a live demo of a basic disassembly, showing 
how a watch is methodically taken apart before cleaning 
and lubrication. The tools, the steady hands, the attention to 
microscopic details it was all mesmerizing. And it reinforced 
just how much artistry and precision goes into even the 
simplest of services.

In a country where the watch collecting community is still 
evolving, events like this signal a positive shift. They show 
that curiosity is growing, and that collectors want more than 
just a timepiece; they want to understand its beating heart. 
Service centres like POGU are essential in nurturing this 
culture, not just by repairing watches, but by educating 
owners and demystifying the process.

As the weekend wrapped up, many guests left with a 
newfound respect for what happens behind the bezel. For 
POGU, it wasn’t just about showcasing skills; it was about 
sharing their passion. And for the attendees, it was more 
than a learning moment, it was a reminder that every tick of 
the watch is powered by something much deeper: human 
hands, skill, and dedication. In a world increasingly driven 
by tech and automation, experiences like this bring us back 
to the roots of what makes horology so special. POGU may 
service watches, but after India Watch Weekend, it also 
serviced a shared sense of wonder. And in the world of 
collecting, that might just be the most timeless gift of all.
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ULYSSE NARDIN
A Memorable Evening

 n a celebration that seamlessly blended horological  
 heritage with modern-day elegance, The Hour Markers,  
 in collaboration with Ulysse Nardin and Ethos, hosted  
 an exclusive evening designed for collectors, 
connoisseurs, and watch enthusiasts. Set against the refined 
backdrop of The Modernist—the ultra-exclusive 
members-only space at the Four Seasons—the event was a 
rare confluence of craftsmanship, conversation, and 
curation.

The experience began with a thoughtfully curated hi-tea, 
attended by select members of the press and key 
influencers. In an intimate setting, guests had the 
opportunity to get up close with iconic timepieces, including 
the revolutionary museum piece the FREAK and the newly 
launched Diver [Air], among other standout models. As 

the evening unfolded, conversations flowed effortlessly, 
blending the passion of seasoned collectors with the 
curiosity of new-age aficionados.

The exclusivity of the venue added a distinct aura to the 
event. The Modernist, seldom granted for external events, 
is a sanctuary of elegance reserved strictly for Four Seasons’ 
members. The Hour Markers was privileged to secure this 
coveted space, further elevating the sense of occasion. 
Adding another layer of personal engagement, a private 
VIP room—The Luminaries—was reserved for high-value 
guests. Here, bespoke interactions and tailored 
presentations took place, allowing for deeper storytelling 
and a richer appreciation of Ulysse Nardin’s innovative 
legacy.
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True to the tone of the evening, branding was kept subtle 
yet impactful. Venue restrictions and a shared vision for 
intimacy led to a minimalist approach—small but powerful 
brand cues were tastefully woven throughout the space. 
Ulysse Nardin’s signature blue found its way into the food 
and beverage design, and the beautifully crafted branded 
desserts became an instant hit—so much so that guests 
repeatedly asked for more. One of the highlights was the 
bespoke FREAK-inspired cocktail, which not only captured 
the spirit of the watch but also sparked delightful conversa-
tions.

But beyond the aesthetics and the setting, it was the people 

that made the evening extraordinary. In the world of fine 
watchmaking, it’s not just about the timepieces—it’s about 
the people, the stories, and the moments they create 
together. This evening was a testament to that spirit. With 
thoughtfully curated experiences, rare horological icons, 
and a gathering of passionate collectors, the event 
transcended the expected to deliver something truly 
memorable. As Ulysse Nardin continues to push the 
boundaries of innovation, The Hour Markers remains 
committed to building spaces where such conversations, 
connections, and celebrations can thrive and this time with 
India’s leading watch retailers - Ethos. Here’s to many more 
timeless moments ahead.
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 et’s begin with a confession emanating from an   
 obsessive observation of watches. In terms of the   
 design and ergonomics of a wristwatch as an overall   
 product, bracelets have traditionally been an 
afterthought. For a major expanse of the traditional 
watchmaking epoch, leather straps have more or less been 
a dominant feature on timepieces of all kinds and whatever 
occurred as metallic asides to these fragments of animal 
hide have been principally utilitarian in form and pretty 
industrial in execution. This worked, and worked well, in an 
age where the focus of innovation in watchmaking was a 
distant aside to aesthetic flourishes as the major heft of 
leap-forwards were practiced in chasing accuracy, 
enhanced utility and complex mechanics. This all changed 
when sports watches became a dominant theme in watch 
creation, curation and collection.

With growing variance in wristwatch aesthetics and 
ergonomics, bracelet designs have evolved into areas of 
specialized expertise. Now, better engineering and artisanal 

executions are rendering metal bracelets as an elevated 
wristwatch accessory and a significant driver of a product’s 
overall market appeal.

A Newfound Obsession With Watch Bracelets

Beyond the fierce fervor surrounding the Rolex Land-Dweller 
at Watches and Wonders 2025, the halls of Palexpo found 
a subtle yet striking focal point - bracelets. And yes, even 
Rolex’s showstopper became a subject of this fixation on the 
metal wristband. In many ways, the event showcased a 
bunch of peak iterations in regards to bracelet design, 
ergonomics and overall wrist feel. Exhibited in pairings with 
a divergent ensemble of case aesthetics and forms, the 
bracelet designs at Watches and Wonders found a strong 
picking as a very delectable theme and a definite point of 
discussion.

Here is a curation of our favorite bracelet upgrades and 
creations.
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ROLEX
Flat Jubilee for Land-Dweller

In Rolex’s Land-Dweller, the chief prestige is much more 
than a mere ocular perceptible. Accepted, an all-new Rolex 
model line is a bona fide attention grabber in mere regards 
of its novelty in a very familiar supply, and the heft of 
ground-up inventiveness from the brand is actually very 
refreshing in measure of its rarity (the last all-new model 
line from Rolex was the Sky-Dweller of 2012). In the 
Land-Dweller, innovation and inventiveness reigns behind 
the scenes, dominantly in the mechanics forefront. In 
Rolex’s own marketing lingo, the Land-Dweller showcases 
“Technical Excellence Beyond the Perceptible.” Among the 
many details that reflect the remarkable scope of the 
technological achievements in the Land-Dweller, Rolex also 
lists its refinement of one of the most underrated aspects of 
a watch - the bracelet.

For Rolex, the occurrence of an integrated bracelet sports 
timepiece isn’t a novelty as the aesthetic has been explored 
heavily in the Rolex Quartz of 1969 as well in the Datejust 
“Oysterquartz” of 1974. However, these weren’t particularly 
category-defining catalog products unlike almost everything 
else. The Land-Dweller’s Flat Jubilee reinterprets Rolex’s 
iconic Jubilee bracelet as an integrated construction with 
the case. It retains the Jubilee’s five-piece link structure but 
with a very flat profile for the three narrow center links as 
well as the two broader end links. The latter feature 
polished chamfers like the ones on the middle case, thus 
rendering a consistent bevelled edge all around.

Also, the Flat Jubilee bracelet achieves a perfectly fluid 
integration with the Oyster case through a robust and 
complex attachment system which includes ceramic inserts 
to overcome premature wear. The Flat Jubilee is equipped 
with a concealed folding Crownclasp further contributing to 
the Land-Dweller’s aesthetic continuity.

WATCH MARKET REVIEW         MAY 2025
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ROLEX
Settimo for Perpetual 1908

What found genesis as the Cellini’s replacement in 2023 is, 
deliberately by degrees, evolving into a canvas for 
high-watchmaking execution at Rolex. There’s no rush for 
the brand that’s strictly oblivious to urgency, and the 
sentiment is evident at peak with the incremental 
progression for the Perpetual 1908 collection. Here, 
Rolex’s conservative lean is displayed at level maxima. 
What’s due acclaim and applause however is the 
infinite inventiveness of the attained increments.

At Watches and Wonders 2025, the Perpetual 1908 
gets its chronologically third update and one with a 
greater tendency to entice. The yellow gold Perpetual 
1908 now gets a pairing with an all-new seven-piece 
link bracelet fashioned in case matching precious 
metal. Termed “Settimo” (Italian for seventh), the new 
bracelet design excels in its objectives of refinement 
and comfort via its construction from rows of seven 
very small, slightly contoured and fully polished link 
elements. It is fitted with a concealed folding 
Crownclasp for greater aesthetic harmony.

One area of significant interest in the Settimo bracelet is 
its straight end-link construction (although there is a 
subtle curve, the bracelet follows a straight end-link style 
construction). This design was last featured in Rolex 
timepieces pre-dating the 1950s and with the yellow gold 
Perpetual 1908, it makes a strong comeback. The subtle 
hint of gap between the case and the bracelet is true 
vintage touch and a rarity in the Rolex catalog, where 
almost every single non-integrated bracelet feels decently 
integrated with the case. The Settimo’s case attachment 
system is a Rolex patent and the bracelet is exclusively 
reserved for the 1908 model.

It's to Rolex’s rare credit that a bracelet can actually be 
a highlight and a significant talking point, hence proving 
the notion that Rolex takes its watches as a whole very 
seriously.

TAG HEUER
Beads-Of-Rice for Carrera Chronograph

In all honesty, the absence of a beads-of-rice bracelet 
in TAG Heuer’s portfolio has been a perplexing 
avoidance of one of its most natural pairings. The 
Carrera Chronograph collection works like a dream 
platform to exercise the revival of this classic bracelet 

and that’s exactly what we got at Watches and Wonders 
2025. The Gay Frères made beads-of-rice bracelets were 
hot property in mid-20th century watchmaking and 
TAG Heuer found a consistent use of the same in their 
Carrera chronograph models. Now, the present era 
Carrera chronographs reinterpret the beads-of-rice in a 
contemporary realization preferring a single-row 
interpretation as opposed to the double beads-of-rice 

configuration of the 1960’s Heuer Carrera models. The 
contemporary seven-row construction makes for a refined 
aesthetic and a perfect fit that better follows the wrist’s 
natural contours.

JAEGER-LECOULTRE
Milanese for Reverso Tribute Monoface Small Seconds

As the iconic Reverso saturated Watches and Wonders 
2025 in myriad forms, one particular iteration stood out. 
The pink gold Reverso Tribute Monoface Small Seconds 
emerged as not only Jaeger-LeCoultre’s, but the entire fair’s 
most poetic and romantic exhibit. The watch on its 
Milanese-link mesh bracelet is a vision of unadulterated 
aesthetic pleasure. The resulting union achieves a sublime 
simplicity, effortlessly claiming victory in the pursuit of 
beauty.
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The 2025 Reverso Tribute Monoface Small Seconds, 
featuring a pink gold Milanese bracelet and a dial in 
perfect tonal accord, offers an exceptional purity of design, 
a restrained boldness that is special. Its Milanese-link mesh 
bracelet features a modified lug attachment for 
seamless case integration and this rendition 
eloquently exhibits foundational classicism of the 
Reverso aesthetic. Its genesis lies in the intricate 
weaving of 16 meters of gold thread into a supple, 
fluid mesh, using a 13th-century Milanese 
technique.

This bracelet with a quick-release system is closed 
with an adjustable sliding clasp.

TUDOR
Titanium Bracelet With A T-Fit Clasp for Pelagos 
Ultra

A dive-friendly utility is the definitive theme in the 
updated titanium three-link bracelet for the 
top-spec Pelagos Ultra. Tudor extends its T-Fit 
adjustable clasp system to the new Pelagos Ultra, enabling 
rapid length adjustment via a spring-based sliding scale. A 
visual indicator with a luminous marker on the sliding scale 
showcases what setting the bracelet is at. The bracelet’s 
updated clasp and a redesigned diver’s extension system 

offer a better wrist-fit. And, the special visual quirk is 
a welcome bonus.

GRAND SEIKO
Bracelet With Micro-Adjustment for Spring Drive 
U.F.A.

At Watches and Wonders 2025, Grand Seiko 
introduced its Spring Drive Ultra-Fine Accuracy (UFA) 
movement - Caliber 9RB2 with a tested world-record 
mechanical accuracy of ±20 seconds per year. This 
caliber was introduced in two models: an 80-piece 
limited edition SLGB001 in platinum and a high-in-
tensity titanium variant, the SLGB003. It is the latter 
that’s of significant interest as it gets paired, for the 
first time in Grand Seiko’s history, with a bracelet 
featuring a three-step micro-adjustment clasp that 

operates without a tool. This is Grand Seiko 
responding to the collective manifestation of the broader 
watch community.

The new two-fold clasp with a comfort release device 
integrates an on-the-fly three-step micro-adjustment system. 
However, the “micro” in micro-adjust is exercised at level 
minima, with the new clasp allowing only three positions of 

adjustability in 2 mm increments, yielding not more 
than 6mm of bracelet stretch.

While often unquantified on spec-sheets, bracelet 
upgrades make a real difference only when you wear 
a watch. On the wrist, these incremental innovations 
render a substantial elevation of comfort, fit and 
ergonomics.

Watches and Wonders 2025 showcased that a once 
underrated aspect of a wristwatch’s making can make 
serious buzz even at an event where Rolex announces 
its all-new model line in almost 13 years. While there 
were many watches, bracelets were the true wonders 
at this year’s Watches and Wonders.
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 other’s Day is more  
 than just a date on the  
 calendar it’s a heartfelt  
 reminder of the love, 
strength, and unwavering presence of the 
women who shape our lives. This year, go 
beyond the traditional and gift her 
something that reflects her elegance, 
resilience, and timeless charm the 
Herbelin Luna timepiece.

Inspired by the ethereal glow of the moon, 
the Luna collection from Herbelin is a 
poetic homage to femininity. Much like the 
moon that gently illuminates even the 
darkest skies, mothers have an innate grace 
that brings light to every moment. The Luna 
captures this very essence through refined 
design and sophisticated detailing, making it a meaningful 
gift that speaks straight to the heart.

At the centre of this collection is the Luna 17457BTR01, a 
stunning creation that blends classic French aesthetics with 
contemporary finesse. Crafted from high-grade 316L 
stainless steel and adorned with a warm Rose Gold PVD 
finish, the case offers a beautiful contrast to the silver-white 

guilloché square dial. The intricate 
patterning on the dial adds a sense of 

depth and artistry, echoing the complexity 
and beauty of a mother’s love.

This elegant watch isn’t just about looks. 
It’s powered by a precise quartz movement 
and offers 50 metres of water resistance, 
bringing together practicality with opulence. 
Whether she’s attending a formal gathering 
or enjoying a quiet moment to herself, the 
Luna adapts effortlessly, making it a versatile 
and treasured accessory. But what truly sets 
the Luna apart is its symbolism. Every 
element from the soft curves to the 
moon-inspired name is designed to represent 
the emotional richness and enduring strength 
that define motherhood. It’s not just a 

timepiece; it’s a daily reminder of love, appreciation, and 
admiration.

This Mother’s Day, let your gift speak volumes. Honour 
the woman who’s given you so much with a watch that 
captures everything she is — graceful, strong, and endlessly 
inspiring. Because a mother deserves more than flowers — 
she deserves a timeless treasure she’ll cherish every day.

HERBELIN
The Radiance Of Luna

WATCH MARKET REVIEW         MAY 2025
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TITAN
Announces Succession Plan for the Managing Director

 he Board of Directors of Titan Company Limited  
 approved the succession plan for the Managing  
 Director of the Company. C. K. Venkataraman 
(Venkat), the current Managing Director, will retire from the 
services of the Company on 31st December 2025 on 
attaining the age of superannuation as per the Tata Group's 
retirement policy.  Venkat had joined Titan in the year 1990 
and became the Managing Director on 1st October 2019.

Ajoy Chawla (Ajoy), currently the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the Company's Jewellery Division, will succeed 
Venkat as the Managing Director with effect from 1st 
January 2026.

Ajoy Chawla graduated as a Mechanical Engineer from 
VJTI Mumbai and then did his PGDM from                      
IIM-Calcutta. He became part of the Tata Administrative 
Services (TAS) in 1990 and initially joined the finance 
department of Titan in 1991. Over the next two decades, 
he was in the Watches Division, and played several roles 
spanning Commercial, Sales, Retailing, Supply chain, SAP 
implementation, leading accessories and licensed brands as 
SBU Head and then heading the Titan SBU for Domestic 
and International. Between 2013 and 2019, Ajoy was the 

Chief Strategy Officer of Titan as well as heading Business 
Incubation, scaling the Fragrances business and 
establishing the Taneira business.

In October 2019, Ajoy became the CEO of Titan’s 
Jewellery Division. Under his leadership, the Jewellery 
Division has grown 2.5X in sales and profits and reinforced 
its market and thought leadership.

The formal process to induct Ajoy on the Board of the 
Company and his appointment as Managing Director of 
Titan will be completed in due course and the same is 
subject to the shareholders' approval.

The decision relating to Ajoy’s successor in the Jewellery 
Division will be taken subsequently.

C.K. Venkataraman, Managing Director of Titan, said:
"On behalf of the entire Titan team, I welcome Ajoy to 
lead Titan in its next phase of innovation and growth. 
With his strong customer obsession, people orientation, 
partnering impulse and focus on creating value, Ajoy is 
well qualified to shepherd Titan towards even greater glory 
and scale.”
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CELEBRATING MOM
Watches for the Most Loving Moms We Know

 oms do it all and they do it with style. From boardrooms to  
 book clubs, school runs to soirées, today’s moms redefine  
 what it means to be strong, graceful, and effortlessly chic. So  
 this Mother’s Day, forget the flowers and give her something 
that lasts: a beautifully crafted timepiece that reflects her personality, her 
passion, and her power. Whether she’s into minimalist design, sparkling 
details, or bold statements, this curated selection of watches has some-
thing special for every kind of mom.

ATLANTIC 
Elegance Romantic Rose Gold PVD

Delicate yet confident—just like her. The Atlantic 
Elegance Romantic Rose Gold PVD is a feminine 
classic that adds a refined glow to her everyday look. 
Studded with sparkling Zirkonia stones in varied sizes, 
its 34mm stainless steel case in warm rose gold PVD 
pairs seamlessly with a Milanese bracelet and 
sapphire crystal. Swiss-made and water-resistant to 
30 metres, it’s the kind of watch she’ll treasure not just 
for its beauty, but for how it makes her feel: timeless.

KENNETH COLE 
New York CLASS Gold

 Small in size, big on personality. The Kenneth Cole 
CLASS Gold watch features a striking green dial within 
a petite 22mm square case, paired with a glossy 
gold-tone bracelet. It’s perfect for the mom who keeps 
things simple but always makes a statement. Whether 
she’s wearing it to brunch or layering it with her 
favourite bangles, this watch brings a little luxury to 
her everyday routine without missing a beat.
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MICHAEL KORS 
Suri

Stylish, sculptural, and unapologetically cool, the 
Michael Kors Suri watch is made for the fashion-
forward mom who doesn’t shy away from bold design. 
Its asymmetric case and signature faceted curb chain 
bracelet blend art and attitude, while gold-tone and 
silver-tone options make it endlessly wearable. A 
perfect day-to-night piece, Suri is for the mom who 
mixes statement jewellery with sentimental 
favourites—and always gets it right.

ARMANI EXCHANGE
27mm Women’s Collection

 For the minimalist mom with modern taste, the 
Armani Exchange 27mm collection brings sleek 
sophistication to her wrist. Clean rectangular cases, 
sunray silver dials, and two-tone stainless steel 
bracelets give each piece a versatile, elevated look. 
She can wear it to work, dinner, or on weekend 
getaways—this is the kind of watch that matches her 
schedule and her style with effortless ease.

EMPORIO ARMANI 
Mother-of-Pearl & Bangle Set

Looking for something extra special? This Emporio 
Armani 28mm watch and bangle set is a true 
keepsake. The luminous white mother-of-pearl dial is 
paired with a two-tone bracelet and matched with a 
pale gold-tone flexi-bangle adorned with two heart 
charms—one polished, the other pavé. Thoughtful 
and beautifully feminine, it’s a gift that feels like a hug 
wrapped in elegance.

This Mother’s Day, honour her with more than just a gift give her a reminder of how incredible she is 
every hour, every day. These timepieces don’t just tell time; they celebrate it. From bold and contemporary 
to timeless and elegant, there’s a watch here that captures her spirit. Because every mom deserves a little 
luxury—and a whole lot of love.



2222

 s Corum marks its 70th anniversary, the iconic  
 watchmaker from La Chaux-de-Fonds is  
 entering a bold new chapter, one that brings 
the brand back under full Swiss ownership. This move 
comes through a management buyout led by 
Haso Mehmedovic, Corum’s current International Sales 
Director, and backed by a group of experienced Swiss 
investors from the luxury and finance sectors. This strategic 
shift not only reaffirms Corum’s commitment to its roots but 
also signals a renewed focus on creativity, independence, 
and long-term vision.

Haso Mehmedovic is no stranger to Corum. He began 
his journey with the brand as a watchmaker 15 years ago 
and has since worked his way through the ranks. Today, 
at just 32, he takes on the dual role of CEO and Chairman 
of the Board a testament to his deep understanding of the 
brand, from technical production to global sales. He will 
now lead Corum alongside a tight-knit team of Swiss 
investors and professionals, with the clear goal of 
revitalizing the brand’s identity and creative spirit. All of 
Corum’s industrial and commercial assets including 
patents, intellectual property, and historical archives 
will remain in Switzerland, under the guidance of this 
new leadership.

The handover from Citychamp Watch & Jewellery Group 
Limited, the Hong Kong-listed group that had owned 
Corum since 2013, has been structured with mutual 
respect. Citychamp, which continues to operate other 
Swiss brands including Eterna, will support a smooth 
and stable transition. This allows the new management 
team to focus on the future with a clean slate and solid 
foundation.

Eyes on 2026
The remainder of 2025 will be a year of internal 
consolidation, focused on refining Corum’s key collections 
and laying strategic groundwork. A full-scale global 
relaunch is planned for mid-2026, with an emphasis on 
celebrating the brand’s heritage while pushing creative 
boundaries.

Mehmedovic, who earned his CFC diploma from CIFOM in 
Le Locle and joined Corum straight out of school in 2011, 
represents the new generation of Swiss watchmaking 
leadership — grounded in craft, driven by vision, and 
deeply committed to the brand’s future. Reflecting on the 
transition, Mehmedovic shares: “We have a tremendous 
opportunity ahead: to restore Corum’s rightful place in 
Swiss watchmaking. I know this company inside and out — 
its strengths and its untapped potential. Corum was the very 
first brand I applied to after graduating in 2011 — and I 
never looked back. I grew up with this company and went 
through every high and low with the teams. Today, we’re 
putting bold creativity and innovation back at center stage, 
and building on Corum’s unique DNA.

We will be reinforcing our distribution, consolidating key 
markets, opening new horizons — and above all, bringing 
Corum back into the spotlight for collectors and enthusiasts 
around the world. I’m proud to lead this new chapter 
alongside a talented, committed team grounded in the 
values of Swiss watchmaking, and we share a long-term 
vision. We’ve reached a constructive agreement with 
Citychamp Watch & Jewellery Group Limited, who – while 
protecting their own interests – showed genuine goodwill 
and a sincere desire to see Corum regain the place it 
deserves. A place it should never have left.”

CORUM
Makes A Return To Swiss Hands 
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 s of April 22, 2025, the Income Tax 
 Department has expanded the scope of 
 Tax Collected at Source (TCS) to cover a 
broader range of luxury goods, including wristwatches 
priced above ` 10 lakh. 

This new rule brings added transparency to high-value 
transactions and is part of a larger initiative to widen the tax 
base and enhance income traceability. But does this mean 
your next watch will cost more? Not necessarily. Here's what 
you need to know:

What’s Changed?

 1% TCS Now Applies: If you're purchasing a luxury  
 timepiece over 10 lakh, retailers will now collect a 
 1% TCS at the time of billing.
 Linked to Your PAN: The TCS is linked to your 
 Permanent Account Number (PAN), so it's seamlessly  
 integrated with your tax records.
 Visible in Your Form 26AS: The collected amount will  
 reflect in your Form 26AS—your tax credit 
 statement—making it easier to claim during ITR filing.
 Refundable if No Tax Liability: If you don't have a tax  
 liability, this amount will be refunded when you file your  
 income tax return.

 20% Penalty: Non compliance will attract 20% penalty  
 making anonymity costly. 

What Should Buyers Keep in Mind?

•  Updated PAN Details: Ensure your PAN is correct and  
 up to date with the seller at the time of purchase.

•  Enhanced KYC: Luxury retailers may now ask for  
 additional KYC documents a small step toward secure,  
 verified purchases.

•  Request a Breakdown: Ask for an itemised invoice  
 showing the TCS component, so you have clear records  
 for tax purposes.

•  Keep Your Receipts: Always retain purchase receipts as  
 part of your financial documentation for future filings.

The Bottom Line

The introduction of TCS on luxury watches doesn’t increase 
the intrinsic price of the watch it simply adds a trackable 
layer to the transaction, with refundable benefits during your 
income tax filing. Think of it as a way the system is evolving 
to better reflect high-value discretionary spending, while 
offering buyers more visibility and control over their tax 
credits.

WATCHES GET MORE EXPENSIVE?
Understanding the New 1% TCS Tax
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